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Biri var idi biri yog idi. bir tane ixtiyar dede var idi. Bu ixtiyar dedenin de bir tane
ceyil ogli var id1. Bu dede derdini, ¢cox dertliymis bu adam derdini bir kuya séyliyir. Ona her
aksam gelip geldigimi s6yliyim. Bir vaxta bu kuydan da bir tane yilan ¢ixiyir. Yilan ¢ixiyir da
bu derdigini soyliyan da bu da bir tane altun veriyir. Bir zamanda bu dede bu dede xasta
oliyir. Bu ogluna dir ki, get oglum da vele-vele yerde bir yilan deligi var. O kuya o yilan
deligine derdin soyle, sene bir tane altun verip gelelex. Oni al da gel. Bu ogli der , yaxsi
gediyir bu kuyu yanina, bu kuyda bekliyir vaxtan aksam. bakiyir gercekten bir yilan ¢ixiyir.

Bu derdigimi s6yliyim, bu da bir altun veriyir. Cocuk diistiniyir ki, bu yilan 6ldiirsem
bu altun bena kalir. hepsini zengin olurum. Bir aliy1r tas1 tas1 da bu yilana atiyir ve dldiiriyir.
sonra geliyir, babasi geliyir, sonra syler, baxiyir, geliyir bu kuya, dir ki, y1lana gir. Ne ki oldu
aramizda sen de ger¢i, oglum 6ldiirdii. Ben de bile-bile 61di. Gel nasil gittux gene ddst olax da
bu yilanda kalduriyor yox, sende oglu acis:1 varsa bende de kuyrux acis1 var.

...balux tutmaya biz bir giinde gediyirix. Biiyiik bir havuz var. Oraya gediyirux, bir
giin orda kaldirux, balik tuttiyirux, tuttugumuz zaman alix gelirux eve. En cogu Gorco
tuttiyirux. ne ki oliyir oni tuttiyirux. Sporta geziyim ben, boksa geziyim, boksa evropis
cempioniyim. Cok seviyirum bu sporti.

Ramazan bayraminda orug tutiyirux bir ay. kurbana bayrami, kurban kesiyirux,
kogtur, kimin varsa deve kesebilirsun, burda yoxtur ama, kurban bayraminda ii¢ giin oliyir
bayramimizda. Ug giin ne ki ayi bir var, oni yapiyorux.

bbb 9MHOLMs30; IBIPIOMEO
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ITox, pyxoBoacrBom CrajimHOM Hayajl BTOPOM OTedeCTBEHM BOIHA. Torja MOH OTell
IolIeJs, ero 3abpaau apMuio fa nucanu dammmmsa TaiipoB. A ero mragmuii Opar,
IBYXPOIHOI OpaT OH HaIMCaH, ero daMruIna ObUIN HanmucaH AsmeB. Bor Takoit pasiamdme, a
HaIIN BpoZie OBLI U CKasalu U3 apXUBHOTO ZaHHAMH fa ropopar OpOupze ObLia HalIu
¢damunua. TakuM nopsagkoM Taiipos, TaiipoB fa HaKaIMIBCI MHOTO, MHOTO JOKyMeHTOB, OT
€TOr0 METPUKA, [0 CAMOTO KOHIIe-KOHIIOB BBINIKOMHOTO JOKyMEHTa, aTeCTalluy U IUIITIOM,
mpode... mpode. Jla TakuM Xe MHOTHX JOKYMeHTOB TaifpoB HamucaHa. Ecau Ta sta usmMeHHT
na nucat Opbunse, JOKyMEeHTH BCe aHIUIMPYeETCA Jja y>Ke 0e3 ZOKyMeHTaMH KyJa HATH, KTO
Hac Oyzer coumTaT uTO OH I'pysmH. A mokymeHT HeT. KOHIle-KOHIIOB MOe JITWYHO MHEHHE
takoe. HwusaBucumo ¢amMmindg, HM3aBUCMMOB HAIMAJIBHOCTH, HAZO 4YeJOBEKy HaiTH
oOLIeHNA, OOLIeHUA NPYTMMHU. NPYTHMHU KaK HaiifieT OOIIeHUdA, ITOCOCEACTBAMHU, IO OZHO
IIOCETUTEISIMU /1a JKUT Jja Y3HAT NPYr-APyTa XapaKTepy U NPUBUKATD APYT-APyTa.

Hamru Bot 3Ta camm Mecxu, Korga BBICENANN, TOIIA OHU HU MEYTAJIU YTO Y30eKoM
651Th. KOHIIe-KOHIIOB B Y30eKHCTaHe IATHALUT JIeT XXUIU U JIUYHO 1 IATHALUT JIeT XU
IpeKpacHUI y30eCKHil A3BIK M 3HAJI KaK CBOMM POZHOM fA3BIK. KOHYMJI cpemHyIO LIKOJIA,
OTIMYHUK MeJAJIHCTOM, IOCTYHIMJI MEIUHCTUTYT TaM. IIOTOM YyOexxan, Opocan na, He
XOpOWIMH CIeUsI'PHOCTh YUTAJM Ja IIOTOM IIOIIeJI arpaHOMHUM, arpaHOMHsS JAa KOHYWII
TEXHUKYM, IIOTOM WHCTUTYT, IIOTOM [UCEPTAIys 3allUIIAJ U CTaJ KAaHZUZATOM CEIBCKO-
XO3MCTBEHHBIX HAyK Jla U IIpUeXal CyZa. Y>Ke MBI 37leC JeCATUH Tof XUBYy. AszepOamkaHe
TPUIUT IIECT JIeT XUJ, Y30eKUCTaHe IATHAIUT JIeT JKIJI [ CeMYac NAHHBIH MOMEHT Hallll
ecIu He paszeBasu Obl M3 cpefHHM A3us, Hamw Mecxu, oHU cTanau OBl YMCTHI dTa Y30eK.
Mopa nmpunuManu Y30eukuii, A3bIK y3HAJA IPeKpPacHUH Ia MyCyJIBMAaHCKMI 5Ta OOBIYMA,
OTTyza MBI IepeoOpeny pasHU KyJIbTypa U (JIOB OHH KaK IIPeroTaBjgeT U pasHH Oioza. OT
HUX M3y4YalIM UM KOHIe-KOHIIOB M A3epOarkaHCKHMII MOZa, KyJIbTypa BOOLIe M3ydaau [a
KUBEM TakK. I'pysuHCKMII 5Ta caMuil ypOBeH, YeJOBeYeCKO KyIbTypa U OUeH BbIcOKOo. Hazmo
BOCIIUTHBAT YeJIOBeKa IIOCTENIeHO, He HAal0 HACTaWBaT YTOOBI CETONHSA THI HOKEH CTaTh
I'pysuHOM. 5Ta HUKOeM CIy4Hs Herb3f. ['Py3MHCKMH SA3BIK He 3HAJI Ja celdyac y3HAeT U
6J1arOIIOTyYeHBIM KOHYII 5Td apMUM.

09000 Bo0Mm30, 75 {jerols;
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Short Summary of the Research

Tariel Putkaradze
The Identity of Repatriates from Meskheti

This research, carried out in the Ianeti community, tells a tragic story that should teach us
how to live peacfully together !

Who are the ancestors of Meskhets living in this region?
Meskheti was the title of the entire Southern area of Georgia in middle ages. Historical
Meskheti included: Samtskhe, Javakheti, Adjara, Klarjeti, Shavsheti, Erusheti, Chaneti,
Lazeti, Livana, Machakheli, Kola, Imerkhevi, and both Tao. In connection with the history
of Meskheti it is very interesting to know the history of Kartvelian tribes as well:

Who are the ancestors of Meskhets living in this region ?

Meskheti was the title of the entire Southern area of Georgia in the middle ages. Historical
meskheti included; Samtskhe, Javakheti, Adjara, Klarjeti, Shavsheti, Erusheti, Chaneti,
Lazeti, livana, Machakheli, Kola, Imerkhevi, and both Tao. In connection with the history of
Meskheti it is very interesting to know the history of Kartvelian tribes as well: Mushks and
Daniels. Based on modern scientific literature, the ancestors of the one part of recent
Georgians -Meskhs, are to be considered Mushks/Moskhs and Daiaens/Thaos.

The population of the Meskheti territory underwent several tragic
events:

- The first tragedy was the persecution of Georgian orthodox populations by the Osmals
from the south in the XVI-XVII centuries;

- The second important event was the tragedy called ,, Muhajiroba". in the 1928-29
devoted activists of Russian Empire: Paskevich, Potiomkin, Zavileisk, Bebutov and
others, oppressed Moslem Georgians, and forced to them to leave their homes;

- The third tragedy was the massacre of orthodox Georgians by Turks and Muslims in
1918 after the announcement of the independence of Georgia;

- The fourth tragedy of the Meskhs: in 1944, Communist Government, being in
confrontation with Turkey, expelled moslem residents from the bordering regions of
Turkey, and sent them to Central Asia.

Since 1944, these deported Meskhs have commonly been called ,,Turkish Meskhs".

According to historical documents, however, the meskhs of Samtskhe-Javakheti who were

exiled were not the same group. What is the important is that Meskhs are a group of

Georgians who were exiled.

( "Turkish Georgian" is another misnomer)

Other common names that have a connotation to the "punishment" of 1944 are to be
avoided when referring to Georgians: Turk, Muslim, Georgian, Meskhetian Turk, Tati,
Tarakama, Khemshili. Today, one part of population exiled from Caucasus areas (Georgia,
Azerbaijan) consider themselves as Georgians and would like to return to Georgia while
another group considers themselves as Turks yet are asking to establish their residence on
the territory of Georgia (e.g. " Vatan" members' demands). Of course the issue of



deportation and repatriation is potentially a point of manipulation for the political
dissention in the region.

One group of Meskhets exiled in 1944 returned to Georgia in 1982-95. this research is
concerns one of those groups, who live today in a small village of Samtredia district in
imereti, called the 9% section of the Ianeti community.

What is the language and Ethnic identity
of the residents in 9" section of the Ianeti community?

Research Design: in order to learn Samtredia district "laneti community Meskhs
settlement" ethnoculture and research their history we palnned to work with several
directions:

- Study phonetics - grammatical -lexical peculiarities of repatriates.

- Make a database of ethno-cultural peculiarities of repatriates.

- Study language and national self-identification peculiarities of repatriates.

With the active assistance of a deported Georgian, Lasha Eristavi, a linguist, Giga
Kamushadze: and Kutaisi State University Dialectology Institute member Davit Lomsianidze,
23 families were interviewed and questionnaires were completed at the beginning of 2005.
Questionsas followed:

1. (Male) Family head name, surname, birth date and place; ancestors and name at
deportation;

2. Family composition: wife's name, surname, birth date and place; ancestors and name at
deportation;

Parents' names of Family head ( father -former surname/new surname; mother-former
surname /new surname); Children (name, surname, nickname, birth place and date);

3. Where did you live in Meskheti before deportation?

4. Where were you exiled?

5. Profession/education;

6. What is your current job/income?

7. Religious faith: yours/your ancestors' /your childrens';

8. What language do you speak?

9. Mother tongue: yours/ your ancestors' / your childrens';

10. What do you know about your history?

11. Name 3 happy events in your life;

12. Name 3 unhappy events in your life;

13. What do you know about your name ( tribe) history?

14. What do you know about Meskhet history ?

15. Which nationality do you have?

16. What can be done in order to improve your everyday life?
17. List names of your dishes: Georgian / Turkish / Central Asian;
18. When did you settle in the Ianeti community?

19. If you were in the parliament of Georgia, how will you build your country?
20. what else do you want to say?



Several answers of the interviewers are described in Georgian text. Three key conclusions
are represented in the summary:

L The Ianeti Meskhet tragedy follows the pattern of the population's historic
misfortunes. Only our generation can end the ongoing tragedy;
II. In spite of two decades that have passed since deportation, the feeling of

being an alien population is still strong. For example, the national
government does not provide assistance to small deported groups returning to
Georgia; there is no sign that repatriates will be supported to live in better
conditions in future. The uncontrolled repatriation of large masses could have
catastrophic results for the state system of Georgia. At the same time, the
state government can now give assistance to those repatriates who were
repatriated to Georgia before 1991. Livelihoods and employment
activities should be provided for those who are awarded Georgian citizenship
and more attention from the third sector will be helpful too.

I1I. The whole society should support refugees or repatriates
in having access on the specific and necessary information regarding their
identity. Repatriation is a long "process" that includes the acquisition of an
identity in the new environment.

At present:

In order to assist the Ianeti 9 section community members in their process towards
integration at the national and international levels, and in order to teach repatriates
Georgian language and history and solve juridical problems, and with the recommendation
of Dr. Mary Ellen Chatwin (Social policy advisor, Georgia). The Eouropean Commission
funded the micro project ( European Initiatives for Democracy and Human Rights) to
establish a " Social Integration Center for Meskhet repatriates” submitted by two
organizations: Samtskhe-Javakheti regional association " Toleranti" ( Director Tsira
Meskhishvili) and the " Georgian Board of Trustees Association" ( Director Khatuna
Javakhadze). The project duration is 12 months. The local Coordinator of project is a
repatriate, Telman eristavi.

The project aims to create a social integration center for Meskh repatriates in the 9
section of Ianeti community, to:
-Teach the state language to preschoolers and adults ( teachers: G. Kamushadze, L.
Tevzadze)
- Conduct sessions on Georgian cultural history ( Prof. T. Putkaradze).
- Provide consultations on legal issues ( D. Lomsianidze)...

Other interesting activities are planned, including excursions to historical regions of
Georgia. We hope that similar projects will be funded in future, so that the recognition of all
its citizens by the Georgian Government will become a reality.



