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Natia Meparishvili

The 60s’ Generation of American Cinema

(Directions and Peculiarities)

Scientific supervisor — Zviad Dolidze, Doctor of the Art History

(Summary)

The goal of the thesis - to make a historical review of the process, which started in the cinema of
the United States of America in the 1960s, and its impact on shaping the interest of the audience
and genre diversity. The purpose of such study is to present the modern cinema and peculiarities
defining its aesthetics as one whole.

The key purpose of the thesis is to study the directions and peculiarities of creative work of well-
known film directors: Martin Scorsese, George Lucas, Steven Spielberg and Frances Ford Coppola
(considering characteristics of the epoch in which they started working), their similarities and
differences, their focus — entertainment or conceptual art - the paths traveled by each of them to
form their clear individual style both in the American film and beyond its borders.

The content of the thesis - The thesis consists of the introduction, five basic chapters and the
conclusion. The thesis is attached the resume, the table of content, notes and the list of reference
literature.

The introduction describes the main phases of development of Hollywood, as the leader of the world
film industry, and its importance. Like this happened at the end 20s of the XX century and the start
of 1930s (when the American film had experienced many changes related to the transition from
silent films to sound films, and managed to timely keep up with the pace of change), in the 60s of
the XX century Hollywood faced the need to change artistic traditions without losing the reputation
and established status of a dynamic film industry.

Among the many prominent film directors of that time the so-called “magnificent four” stand out —
George Lucas, Steven Spielberg, Francis Ford Coppola and Martin Scorsese, who

took up a special mission in the further improvement and development of the American film. They
are collectively referred by some researchers to as “Movie Brats”.

The thesis focuses on the artistic novelties offered by the above mentioned film directors, their



artistic individualism and peculiarities. It describes when and how they started working at
Hollywood and which challenges they faced when they created their films and conceptual art.

It emphasizes their similarities and differences. Their names are related to the establishment of
individualism not only in the American but in the world cinema.

The reference literature was studied and analyzed. Only small portion of the literature is

available in Georgian libraries; most of them are kept by individuals or can be accessed through the
Internet.

Monographs, to which the references could have been made, have not been published yet in
Georgian. Because of this factor only foreign scientific (small portion in the Russian and a bigger
portion in the English language) literature was used to write the thesis, including the periodicals,
the press, and books by famous film critics and historian.

As was noted the thesis is one of the attempts of scientific analysis of western cinema, this time, one
of the sections of the history of the American film, by depicting artistic directions and peculiarities
of its representatives. Probably it will also have an informative-analytical function for professionals
of the Georgian film, teachers and students and at the same time will draw interest of readers
interested in cinema.

The Georgian film studies have not addressed the 60s of the American film yet, nor the creative
work of the film directors of that generation. By drawing parallels with the current difficulties faced
by the Georgian cinema, the thesis will allow to monitor the development of the vision and
approaches of the independent filmmakers to film directing.

The structure of the thesis presents the reality of the 60s’ American cinema, which led to the
transition to New Hollywood, when a new generation of young filmmakers came to

prominence in America, and respective changes.

The first chapter of this dissertation work deals with the general processes preceding the arrival of
a new generation to American cinema and changes that occurred in creative thinking.

The second chapter, which is titled Steven Spielberg analyses basic innovations in another famous
film director - Steven Spielberg’s creative work. When considering the history and samples of
entertainment-focused American movies, the name of several film directors emerge. In search of
entertainment, dynamic and cinematic equivalent, these filmmakers introduced techniques that
have almost become standards. The innovations were also reflected in Steven Spielberg’s multiform

movies.



Steven Spielberg’s creative work is considered on the basis of the films made by him at the early
stage of his film career, his performance as a film producer and widely known movies: The Sugarland
Express, Jaws, Close Encounters of the Third Kind, E.T. the Extra Terrestrial a series of films on
Indiana Jones, Schindler’s List — a movie which indicates the diverse nature of Steven Spielberg’s
cinema in terms of theme and form - and Saving Private Ryan.

The third chapter deals with George Lucas, diverse results of his creative work in cinema and films:
THX 1138, American Graffiti, series of The Star Wars, Tucker, The Man and His Dream and so on.
The brand has brought a huge profit to Lucas. He foresaw its undoubted advantage in Star Wars. He
changed the view on the American film industry cardinally and created an additional component
of profit for cinema. Of course the profit increases by using brand, the creation of which is the
starting point for making a blockbuster, while the film itself becomes the means for a vigorous
multimedia assault on the user.

The fourth chapter, which is titled Martin Scorsese, deals with the creative work of Martin Scorsese,
one of the most popular film directors of the modern world, who outperformed many prominent
colleagues of his time. This is proved by the survey conducted by one of the popular American
journals. According to the survey, Martin Scorsese is named as their favorite role of Vincent van
Gogh.

The fifth chapter is devoted to creative career of the film director and producer Francis Ford
Coppola in the American cinema. Coppola is the film director, whose artistic mind was amending
the American film directing in the direction of thematic changes, was determining not only this
most difficult genre development — variety of American film values, but also was introducing
substantial variance in the process of its development.

In the conclusion, the results are collected and summarized. Any era in cinema is distinguished by
its analytical characteristics. It gets somehow systematized by it. All different development stages
of the American film directing were diverse and, in addition, they offered the viewers examples of
certain dynamics, rhythm, growing action- the attitude of viewers was changing along with it,
which became a common event.

Topics representing a driving system for the mankind history were reflected in the cinematographic
reality as well to test consciousness of the American society. It is essential to single out from the
history significant stages of 60s to argument this. Modification of a show in American motion

picture is such a structural symbiosis in viewer’s consciousness as well that the trends for its final
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transformation and approximation with publicist —imagery thinking forms are changing daily. It
shows signs of positive and negative influences as well as innovations.

This fact, the substitution of values itself, creation of different characters, as we see, acquired and
showed, in various kinds and in various forms, those features that were characteristic for the socium
of the American viewers: the trend of popularizing story-telling, thematic approximation to public
issues given its generality. And this factor, indeed, laid foundation for interpreted comprehension
of the issue of freedom in a tradition of American motion picture of 60s in XX century. the sound-
drawing interpretation of this fundamental matter is focused on revealing peculiarities of the
decade.

Naturally, this produced a result and over time it transformed into many interesting motives. For
example, the American motion picture created a methodological space, where the topic of activation
and dictation experience became common. That is why the significance of Hollywood formation in
the history of world cinema is high.

The masters of documenting events were using big variety of facilities, unlike famous stream
patterns, in order to perform interpretation of liberty by means of editing rhythm and individual
amateur style.

Interesting works of American film director, script author and producer George Lucas is a proof of
diversity of 60s generation, entertaining and thematic innovation of American film directing.

The system of American and in general global thinking was changed towards multi-form direction
by Martin Scorsese’s works. The feature form, which director chose shows the author’s attitude
towards the cinematographic aesthetics.

Name of Francis Ford Coppola is distinguished among the 60s generation. He changed the
entertaining — conceptual cinema, which fundamentally shifted thematic accents in the history of
the American motion picture.

The trends and peculiarities created by these film directors in the film directing identified the
purpose for uniting attitudes towards the show and the form of expression, which was common for
all four directors and this unity in the system of values was playing a major role. The same
generation managed to show the role of socium in various genres and forms, which always remains

a difficult task.
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